[your logo]
[date]
The Honorable Karen Bass
Speaker, California Assembly
California State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

The Honorable Darrell Steinberg
President Pro Tempore, California Senate
California State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Via Facsimile to (916) 319-2147 & (916) 323-2263
Re: Restoration of the Brown Bag Program for Seniors
Dear Speaker Bass and President Pro Tem Steinberg:
The [your organization] is writing to express our alarm and strong opposition to the Governor’s line-item veto of the Brown Bag Program. We urge the legislature to take swift action to reverse the Governor’s veto of the Brown Bag Program and other human services programs.  These cuts will force tens of thousands of low-income seniors to seek further assistance from an already-stretched network of food banks.  While we appreciate the severity of the state’s fiscal crisis, we believe there are smarter and more balanced ways to address the fiscal crisis than taking emergency food from vulnerable seniors.
The Impact
Brown Bag recipients are primarily women receiving SSI/SSP who, through a string of budget deals, have just seen their grants cut and their COLAs disappear indefinitely.  Moreover, because they are receiving SSI/SSP, they are ineligible for food stamps and must go to free food programs to get enough food to eat.   Additionally, the Brown Bag Program provides critical funding to food banks.  Approximately $20,000 per provider may not seem like much to make a program operate and grow, but it is critical to smaller food banks to have dollars to spend on staff.  Elimination of the program will be devastating to seniors as well as the food banks who work to serve them.  
Return on Investment

The Brown Bag Program illustrates everything that is good about government.  It takes a small government investment, adds it to the hard work of seniors taking care of each other, taps into philanthropic support in the community and produces great benefit.  

This program leverages state dollars in a huge way.  Every dollar the state invests leverages approximately $40 from the local community in food and services provided to seniors.  The program is currently funded at $541,000, which means the program leverages over $21 million dollars of food and services for seniors, all of which will be lost if the Governor’s veto stands.    
Restore the Brown Bag Program 

The Brown Bag is part of a very thin safety-net for seniors and the Governor has already made deep cuts to this program through a line item veto in September.  The elimination of the Brown Bag program will leave poor seniors with even fewer options for food and nutrition.  Poor seniors - particularly those who receive SSI and therefore are not allowed to receive food stamps in California - must have access to food through this program, in order to be nourished and stay healthy. 
Considering the devastating implications of the most recent budget deal, the legislature must protect from further harm children, seniors and increasing numbers of newly unemployed who are increasingly being served by food banks.  Programs for those most in danger of hunger absolutely should be restored.  Overall, California’s budget crisis can not be solved by cuts alone.  We urge you to reject the Governor’s line-item veto and pursue a more balanced solution to our State’s fiscal needs.

Sincerely,

[your name]
[your title]
